Writing Standards File
Year 3 Writing
KPIs
Organises paragraphs around a theme
In narratives, creates settings, characters and
plot
Proof-reads for spelling and punctuation errors
Uses the forms ‘a’ or ‘an’ according to whether
the next word begins with a consonant or a
vowel eg a rock, an open box
Expresses time, place and cause using
conjunctions
Introduces inverted commas and other
punctuation to punctuate direct speech
Uses headings and sub-headings to aid
presentation
Uses the present perfect form of verbs instead of
the simple past eg ‘He has gone out to play’ in
contrast to ‘He went out to play’
Handwriting should be joined and letter size may
be inconsistent.
Spells words some words from the Year 3word
list correctly.
Selects the appropriate spelling for some
homophones as per English appendix 1.
Correctly spells words using the following
prefixes. (dis-, mis-, in-, sub-, auto-, anti-, inter-)
Uses apostrophe to show possession.

Performance Standard
With reference to the KPIs
By the end of Y3 a child should be able to write down their ideas
with a reasonable degree of accuracy and with good sentence
punctuation
A child can:
• spell common words correctly including exception words and
other words that have been learnt (see appendix 1 of the national
curriculum document);
• spell words as accurately as possible using phonic knowledge and
other knowledge of spelling such as morphology and etymology;
• monitor whether their own writing makes sense in the same way
that they monitor their reading, checking at different levels;
• write for a range of real purposes and audiences as part of their
work across the curriculum in a variety of genres; and
• understand and apply the terminology and concepts set out in
appendix 2 of the national curriculum document.
A child understands and applies the concepts of word structure
(see appendix 2 of the national curriculum document)
A child is beginning to use joined handwriting throughout
independent writing
A child is beginning to understand the skills and processes that are
essential for writing: that is, thinking aloud to explore and collect
ideas, drafting, and re-reading to check the meaning is clear
A child is beginning to understand how writing can be different
from speech

Writing Standards File Year 3

KPIs exemplified:
Organises paragraphs around a theme
Context:
In Year 3 the children write across a range of subjects. They are taught how to use paragraphs in their writing and they are expected to apply this every
time they write. The three samples below are taken for English lessons and Topic lessons. In these lessons paragraphs were not taught explicitly, but
the children have used them in their writing, demonstrating that this skill is secure.

English lessonNarrative: Change of
paragraph used to
show change of
subject- moving the
narrative on.

Topic lesson: Writing a recount.
Paragraphs are used to structure the
writing into days. The child may use
subheadings to emphasise this.

English Lesson: Writing narrative.
The child has successfully used
paragraphs to structure the narrative
with a clear theme in each paragraph.

Commentary:
Across a range of writing, and throughout their writing the child can decide when to start a new paragraph. There may be some errors in judgement at
Year 3. Their paragraphs are used to structure the writing and to show changes in time, subject, place, etc.

Writing Standards File Year 3

KPIs exemplified:
Proof-reads for spelling and punctuation errors
Context:
The children are in the routine of re-reading and revisiting their work to ensure that it makes sense. They thoroughly
check their writing and make any necessary changes using a green pen. This is done throughout the curriculum, across all
subjects. The two samples below are taken from Geography and English narrative writing. This proof reading is taught
and the children are shown how to do it, but they work on their own work independently.
The child has proof read their
work and decided to add
further information to improve
their writing in Geography.

The child has proof read their
work and made changes to
spelling and punctuation. In
some cases they have added
words, changed spelling of words
or added/ changed punctuation
choices.

Commentary:
The child can re-read their writing and decide to make changes to improve the way their work sounds when read. They
are able to change punctuation choices, change spellings which they have identified as incorrect or add additional
words/ phrases to enhance their writing.
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KPIs exemplified:
In narratives, creates settings, characters and plot
Context:
Through reading, the children familiarise with a range of settings, character descriptions and plots. They are able to identify the features and styles
of writers. Before writing, they plan their narrative, considering the development of each of these. When writing, they are encouraged and taught
to pay attention to the way that they write their setting, character description so that it has the desired impact on the reader. They are also taught
to pace their plot so that it is enjoyable to read.

Careful consideration is given to
vocabulary, using the Year 3
word list to broaden
vocabulary. Descriptions reflect
this.

Children experiment with
writing using different features,
e.g. suspense, figurative
language (similes and
metaphors). This may not
always be successful.

Description may be literal.
Links between sentences are
there but may lack pronouns.

Commentary:
The child has a confident style when writing narrative. It is clear from their writing that they have read/ heard a range of
narrative writing. They are able to structure a story and they can use description to inform the reader. Their descriptions
can be basic and laboured. They miss opportunities to use fronted adverbials and pronouns (this is taught in Year 4).

Writing Standards File Year 3
KPIs exemplified:
Uses the forms ‘a’ or ‘an’ according to whether the next word begins with a consonant or a vowel eg a rock, an
open box
Context:
Applied consistently throughout their writing independently the children can choose whether to use ‘a’ or ‘an’ as
their determiner.
Consistently used in all writing.
Text 1- English
Text 2- Topic
Text 3- Topic

Commentary:
The child can make the correct decision consistently about whether to use ‘a’ or ‘an’ as the determiner.
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KPIs exemplified:
Expresses time, place and cause using conjunctions
Context:
Throughout their writing and across a range of subjects, the children are taught to use conjunctions [for example, when, before, after,
while, so, because, since].
For the writing in the samples below, conjunction was not the main focus of the teaching part of the lesson. It had been taught, during a
previous lesson which may have been some time before this writing was done.

The Year 3 and 4 conjunctions
are used in the child’s writing
with a good level of
consistency.

There may be
some errors/
incorrect use.

Commentary:
The child can confidently apply the conjunctions taken from the Year 3 and 4 list, to their writing across a range of subjects and lessons. This
is independent without the need to remind them. They may make to odd mistake, but generally this is accurate.
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KPIs exemplified:
Introduces inverted commas and other punctuation to punctuate direct speech
Context:
In English lessons the children are taught to punctuate dialogue correctly. This is expected to be secure in Year 4.
In year 3 the children are learning this skill and so their work may show some inconsistencies.
The child can consistently:
Use inverted commas to show the
words spoken by the character
Show that they know there should
be punctuation to close the speech
but they may put this outside of the
speech marks.

Acceptable errors at Year 3:
Not starting speech with a capital
letter.
Punctuation not inside the speech
marks.
Not starting a new line for new
speaker.

Commentary:
The child can use inverted commas to show the words that are spoken. They are beginning to understand the other rules associated with
punctuating dialogue but this may not be secure (must be secure in Year 4).
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KPIs exemplified:
Uses headings and sub-headings to aid presentation
Context:
Through reading, the children experience a range of ways to present information in writing. They understand the
purpose of headings and subheadings. They are given opportunities in their writing across the curriculum to use a
range of presentational features.
Subheadings are
used in an
informative leaflet
written during a
topic lesson.
The child has
decided to use
them to help the
reader to find
information.

Subheadings in the form of
questions are used to
structure a piece of topic
writing about Earthquakes.
The subheading
summarises the content of
each paragraph.

Commentary:
The child can independently decide when to use subheadings and the purpose of them. They can use them in a range of writing across the
curriculum.
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KPIs exemplified:
Uses the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past eg ‘He has gone out to play’ in contrast to ‘He went out to play’
Context:
Through reading, the children are taught to understand the effect of writing using different verb forms. They are able to change the verb
form in their writing. They can re-read their work to ensure that their writing makes sense and that the verb form has the effect on the
reader they hoped for. They apply this skill in a range of writing across the curriculum. The samples below are taken from lessons where
present perfect verb forms was not the teaching focus.

Other verb forms are used in writing,
demonstrating the child’s ability to
choose the verb form according to
the effect they are trying to create.

Present perfect verb form is applied
correctly.

Commentary:
Using different verbs forms is natural to the child and they can choose the verb form according to the effect they
are trying to create. This is independently applied throughout writing.
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KPIs exemplified:
Handwriting should be joined and letter size may be inconsistent.

Context:
The children are expected to join their handwriting in Year 3. They have regular handwriting lessons, but they must
join their handwriting whenever they write. Both of these samples were taken from lessons where handwriting
was not the teaching focus.

Capital letters not
joined.

Handwriting
consistently joined.

There may be some
irregularities in letter
size.

Commentary:
The child’s handwriting is consistently joined using the cursive style. There may be some inconsistencies in letter
size (this must be consistent by Year 4). Capital letters must not be joined.

