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Leonardo Da Vinci is famous for a number of reasons. He is probably best known as the 

artist who painted the ‘Mona Lisa’ but he wasn't just an incredible artist. He is also known 

for being an architect, a sculptor, a scientist, an inventor and much more! 

Subject: History 

Activity Outcome: Produce a timeline of Leonardo 

Da Vinci’s life and achievements.  

Explain: Timelines are used to show events in 

chronological order. For your task, your timeline 

should begin with his birth and end with his 

death. You should note down the key events that 

occurred in Da Vinci’s life and the year in which 

they took place. Then, you should place these ac-

curately on your timeline. Remember, you can re-

phrase the key events or even add an illustration 

to support your findings. 

Subject: Art 

Activity Outcome: Produce a drawing in the style 

of Leonardo Da Vinci. 

Explain: We would like you to create a drawing 

which shows life-like qualities in the face. You can 

use a variety of shading techniques to add inter-

esting effects. Below are two videos that may also 

help you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=TVqLEDXM7S4  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=KGsnPi_dSWA 

 

Subject: Geography 

Activity Outcome: Create your own accurate 

world map. 

Explain: Use the information from Da Vinci’s 

maps, atlases and the internet to create your own 

accurate world map.  

On your map you need to include: 

• Compass position 

• Annotated labels of countries, oceans, seas, 

continents, capital cities etc. 

• Locate Italy and France on your world map 

• Prior knowledge  

Subject: Science 

Activity Outcome: Write a scientific report based 

on Da Vinci’s inventions. 

Explain: Imagine you were with Leonardo Da Vinci 

on the day of testing the flying machine. You have 

all the ideas and technology from the current day 

of today (so you can use the internet to support 

your subject knowledge and design ideas). How 

you present your notebook design is entirely up 

to you. I want you to write a report  like Leonardo 

has done in his notebooks. Consider the science 

behind the flying machine (gravity, air resistance, 

thrust). What would happen to the flying machine 

during his experiment?  Improve his design ideas 

so that it would work. Ensure your design is de-

tailed and uses annotations. 
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Leonardo Da Vinci
Inventors and inventions

Leonardo Da Vinci was born on 15 April 1452 near 
the Tuscan town of Vinci, the illegitimate son of a 
local lawyer.

Leonardo grew up on his father’s family’s estate, 
where he received education including: 
reading, writing and arithmetic.

As a child, Leonardo was seen as a very able 
artist. When he was about 15 (1467), his father, 
who enjoyed a high reputation in 
the Florence community, apprenticed him to 
artist Andrea del Verrochio. At this time, he was 
given training in painting and sculpturing.

In 1472 Leonardo was accepted 
into the painters’ guild of Florence 
(people that controlled the arts 
and trades in Florence), but he 
remained in his teacher’s workshop 
for five more years, after which 
time he worked independently in 
Florence until 1481.

In 1482, Leonardo moved to Milan. 
He moved here to work for the 
ruling Sforza family as an engineer, 
sculptor, painter and architect.

• In 1490, Da Vinci really began his 
research. He kept a record of his 
findings in a notebook. To start with, 
his research and notes were to just 
develop his paintings. He studied 
anatomy (human body) to bring detail 
to the reality. He studied rocks and 
plants to make them authentic for 
his paintings. Somewhere during 
Leonardo’s life, his notebook became 
a record of his life-long fascination 
with nature and his genius for 
invention.

One of many of Da vinci’s
detailed anatomy drawings.

During his time in Milan, Leonardo 
Da Vinci created one of his most 
iconic paintings in ’The Last 
Supper’ (1495). It was made as 
part of a renovation of the church 
and its convent buildings by 
Leonardo's patron Ludovico 
Sforza, Duke of Milan. The 
painting represents the scene of 
the Last Supper of Jesus with his 
apostles, as it is told in the Gospel 
of John, 13:21. Leonardo has 
depicted the consternation that 
occurred among the Twelve when 
Jesus announced that one of them 
would betray him.

Sketches from his notebook 
based on the painting.  

The painting itself and covers an end wall of the dining hall at the 
monastery of Santa Maria Delle Grazie in Milan, Italy.

In the year 1500, Leonardo Da 
Vinci returned to Venice with the 
company of mathematician Lucas 
Pacioli. He was appointed an 
architectural expert on a 
committee investigating damages 
to the foundation and structure of 
the church of San Francesco al 
Monte.

It seems at this point, Leonardo Da 
Vinci is concentrating more on his 
research and mathematician than 
his paintings.

Maths
theories and 
ideas that he 
had.

In 1502, Da Vinci became an architectural engineer for 
Military. His main role was travelling with the troops creating 
maps and sketches as he did so.

Map created of Italian town 
of Imola.

For 10 months, Leonardo travelled 
across the condottiere’s territories 
and surveyed them. In the course of 
his activity, he sketched some of the 
city plans and maps.

In the spring of 1503, Leonardo 
returned to Florence to make an 
expert survey of a project that 
attempted to divert the Arno
River behind Pisa so that the city, 
then under siege by the Florentines, 
would be deprived of access to the 
sea.

In the Autumn of this year, it is said 
this was the time when Da Vinci 
created his most iconic painting the 
Mona Lisa

This picture is Di Vinci’s plan to 
create a canal to connect Florence 
and the sea.

During this time in Florence (1504-1506), Leonardo took a lot 
of time for the study of science. He made systematic 
observations of the flight of birds. 

This research on birds and movement led him to design his 
very own flying machine. It works by flapping the wings like a 
bird.

• In May of 1506, Da Vinci returned to Milan. He had a range 
of job roles that mainly were around architectural designs.

At the end of 1516, he left Italy forever. At the age 65 
Leonardo accepted the invitation of the young King Francis 
I to enter his service in France. Leonardo still made sketches 
for court festivals but the king treated him in every respect 
as an honoured guest and allowed him freedom of action.

On May 2nd 1519 Leonardo Da Vinci died.
















